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Cream of the News 


The prices received index for Wisconsin farm 
products as of mid-November was 13 percent above a 
year ago due to higher prices for milk, eggs, meat ani- 
mals, and crops. 

Milk production on Wisconsin farms during No- 
vember was down 7 percent seasonally from October 
but was 4 percent above November 19771. 

A strong demand for cheese pushed wholesale 
cheese prices to record high levels in November. 

Production of pork in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during October was down 11 per- 
cent from the previous year but output of beef in- 
creased 4 percent. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in No- 
vember are expected to average $5.91 a hundred- 
weight, an increase of 8 cents from October and 42 
cents above last year. 

The Nation’s butter production in October was 
5 percent below a year earlier but total output of 
cheese was up 7 percent. 

Wisconsin’s corn plant population for 1972 was 
higher than a year earlier based on a stalk count in 
sample plots. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul mar- 
ket declined from October to November but were 
well above last year. 

Stocks of meat in cold storage in the Nation at 
the end of November were 7 percent below a year 
ago as an 8 percent increase in beef supplies were off- 
set by a 26 percent decline in pork stocks. 

All hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms December 1 
totaled 1,475,000, a decline of 17 percent from a 
year earlier. 

The 1972 crop season in Wisconsin encountered 
extremely difficult harvesting conditions because of 
heavy rains from July through September. 

The Nation’s cheese stocks in cold storage on 
November 30 were up 11 percent from last year but 
stocks of butter were down 20 percent. 
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MILK PRICE 
UP AGAIN 


Wisconsin farmers are expected to receive an average of 
$5.91 a hundredweight for all milk sold in November, a gain 
of 8 cents from October and the fifth consecutive month of 
higher milk prices. The November all milk price would be 42 
cents above last year. 

Milk prices in October averaged $5.62 a hundredweight, 
16 cents more than the previous month and 33 cents above 
October 1971. Milkfat content averaged 3.86 percent in Octo- 
ber, the highest for that month since 1955. 


Milk Prices 1/ 
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September 1972 ; Nov. 
price per cwt. 1972 
Selected States - — ees 
Average Price 1971 1972 72/71 price per 
test per cwt. change | cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars Dollars Dollars | Percent Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
WiscOnsini 20 acer 3.74 5.62 5.41 5.83 ne fe) 5.91 
Minnesota....... 3.60 5.24 5.09 asi +> 6 5.40 
loWa Sere. eae 3.60 5.44 S222 5.63 oS Sake 
INE WaYiorks 2) pce 3.58 6.95 6.60 fom le) Ske) 7.05 
Californian. .esccc S.oL Sabie) 5.66 5270 | 5.80 
United States .... 3.63 6.23 6.09 6.42 tae 6.48 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk ..... 3.74 5.79 5.62 5.98 EP aC) XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3573) 5.40 5.12 5.63 + 10 XXX 
Greameniesiiss. Shih 5.34 5.10 5.48 cp XXX 
Cheese factories. . 3573) 5.41 Seli2 5.65 + 10 XXX 
Varied prod. plants 3573) 5.34 5.10 Spa3 + 8 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 












October October |Change from 








Utilization 1971 aathveas 
i 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
MilkoforrallUses ties as cet-cn anes eet 5.01 5226 5.29 +16 
Marketmil kateyaetsvcie cle eaten ensseee 5.24 5.42 5.42 mee) 
Manufacturing, milk e.-teseysan ss oie 4.71 5.07 Se l'D +9 
Creameniesm.re ice Gee 4.66 4.98 4.98 ste, 
American cheese plants ....... 4.71 5.06 Shai} +9 
Varied products plants ........ 4.66 5.01 5.02 +8 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 3/. . 5.54 5.75 5.76 +4 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 3/Includes Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
and Winnebago County, Illinois. 
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Producers for the Grade A market received an average 
of $5.98 a hundredweight during October, up 19 cents from 
September and 36 cents more than a year earlier. Manufactur- 
ing grade milk, at $5.63 a hundredweight for October, in- 
creased 23 cents from the previous month and was 51 cents 
greater than October 1971. The price spread between market 
and manufacturing grade milk was 35 cents in October com- 
pared with 50 cents for that month last year. 


NOVEMBER MILK PRODUCTION 
UP 4 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR 


Milk production in Wisconsin during November was 4 
percent above a year earlier. Dairy herds in the State pro- 
duced 1,393 million pounds of milk during November, con- 
tinuing the record monthly production that began in June. 
November’s output was down seasonally 7 percent from 
October, the same decline as a year ago. Milk production per 
cow averaged 740 pounds in November, a gain of 20 pounds 
from the previous year. From January through November 
1972, milk production in Wisconsin has averaged 4 percent 
higher than in 1971. This rise in milk production has been 
due to an increase in the number of milk cows and output per 
cow. 


Milk Production 








Change from 














Salected States November November last year 
1971 1972 
i. Nov. Jan.-Nov. 

Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin..... 1,342 1,393 18,131 +4 + 4 
Minnesota .... 655 654 8,913 a + 1 
TOW ais cep. eee S20 326 4,162 Nace — jl 
INE WHYOT Kae ee papa wot 9,383 =.6 es 
Pennsylvania .. 554 525 6,472 —5 —1 
Californian ca: ats 831 9,510 eS am Gf 
Other states ... 4,522 4,544 54,424 N.C. ae il 
United States... 8,950 9,004 110,995 +1 +2 





The Nation’s milk production during November totaled 
slightly over 9 billion pounds, up almost 1 percent from a 
year ago. Production was 5 percent less than October, about 
the same seasonal decline as last year. Output per cow aver- 
aged 742 pounds in November, 2 percent more than the pre- 
vious year. The Nation’s milk production from January 
through November 1972 was nearly 2 percent more than in 
that period of 1971. Of the major producing states, output 





of milk has been running above last year in Wisconsin, Cali- 
fornia, and Minnesota but below in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania. 


BUTTER STOCKS 
DOWN A FIFTH 


Stocks of butter in cold storage in the Nation on No- 
vember 30 were a fifth lower than a year ago. There were 
123% million pounds of butter in cold storage at the end of 
November compared with 155 million pounds last year. The 
Government held 111 million pounds of butter on Novem- 
ber 30, a decline of 6 percent from the previous year. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese totaled nearly 353 mil- 
lion pounds at the end of November, up 11 percent from 
last year. American cheese stocks were 16 percent greater 
than on November 30, 1971. Supplies of Swiss cheese in cold 
storage at the end of November were 2 percent above a year 
earlier but stocks of all other cheese were down 6 percent. 
The Government held only 205,000 pounds of American 
cheese in cold storage on November 30 compared with 3% 
million pounds on that date a year ago. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 





Total stocks 























; Change 
Commodity Nov. 30, | Nov. 30, | Nov. 30, en 

1970 1971 1972 lnatiyvear 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Butterys 0a e shan ote epee 134,262 155,032 123,538 — 20 
Cheese, American....... 254,817 250,876 290,286 + 16 
Cheeses Swissiac..- acne 145736 8,084 8,269 ee 
Cheese, alli'other ....... 60,203 S751 57 54,184 — 6 
Cheese: total) Geir cere 326,756 316,717 352,739 cr thi 
WISCONSIN 
Butter: oi asnene tow oes as 1,493 6,202 SHOW. — 13 
Cheese, American’ 2 5e.02- 142,556 143,083 184,802 +29 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS * 

Butter yn. emeener ene 113,708 118,784 111,121 — 6 
Cheese, American....... 3,587 3,494 205 — 94 





*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 






















October 31, Change 


October 31, | October 31, 








Commodity 1970 1971 1972 pom 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk .-.:......- 6,634 6,423 4,823 — 25 
Dried iskiniinil kes ene eee 120,622 102,333 48,888 = 52 
Dried buttermilk eee 8,399 2,241 3,059 Ton Wi 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ .. 179,957 151,505 138,776 ot} 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION 
DOWN 5 PERCENT 


The Nation’s creameries produced 76 million pounds of 
butter in October, a decline of 5 percent from a year ago. Pro- 
duction decreases shown by states were Iowa 14 percent, 
Minnesota 8 percent, Wisconsin 2 percent, and all other states 
3 percent. This was the third straight month that the Nation’s 
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butter output was under last year. 

Production of all cheese in the Nation during October 
was up 7 percent from the previous year. Output of Swiss 
cheese gained 14 percent and Italian cheese production was 
10 percent higher than October 1971. Output of limburger 
and Brick and Muenster declined from October last year but 
production of all other varieties showed little change. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 





Change from 
last year 


October |Jan.-Oct. 






Item and area 











1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WAS CONSIN) Ges) eu aides tS, a20 13,400 175,100 —- 2 +t 
Minnesota's cis ent<ceis 6 18,028 16,660 226,960 — 8 =— 7 
Towa gssehiccee a canene 6,296 5,400 76,220 — 14 — 3 
Otherstates Woes 41,825 40,461 477,169 — 3 n. c. 
United States @. 2 .4- -i « 79,870 75,921 955,449 —- § — 2 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WISCONSIN sae alas eas 48,546 55,000 651,300 ap Ne) +13; 
Minnesotas cia ace cles 123262 14,200 158,595 a6) +16 
Missouritees erorbanr eee 6,624 6,000 81,930 = 9 eS) 
Other states a5 wae cs ac 42,316 42,873 558,047 + 1 sp thal 
United States sacs - > - 109,748 118,073 1,449,872 ips ite ap 12 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS: Secsa ot cietarste once 12,908 14,676 147,242 + 14 Teele S| 
Brick and Muenster .. 5,603 5,346 57,340 — § Pulp 
MiMOUTLCE ra cre seae 229 216 2,130 = 6 gird 
Dtalian cores oa ae 37,507 41,201 408,984 + 10 + 10 
Al Otherine cetera ete. che 1 Oe fb 17,753 US ay225 n. c. + 4 
4 Rey £3 eeaeare  puoitiice Ol eRe 74,024 79,194 772,921 te aa) 
ALL CHEESE 
United States’ 7.2.5... - 183,772 1975267 2,222,793 ie) ae ll 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
(CIN to Nl fate RNG Bo oath 59,971 64,549 666,185 +: 3 tp 
Greamed:2/ a5... - 80,383 85,016 885,752 de 6) js wh 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WiSGOMSineewenaeierete 1,565 1,500 16,655 —- 4 — 2 
LL Oisme ene anette SECT 3,530 36,680 + 5 yD 
KOREN cee greed Sires aceono 540 600 6,740 aml + 8 
Mi CHIS aT ren eelcr enetgs tits 2,742 3,010 32,845 tO a 
Minnesota 2 ors. 2,030 2.305 25,765 17 apts) 
Otheristates tq a.) 48,880 50,654 560,627 + 4 ar 8} 
Wnited:States a.,cc% <0 59,134 61,669 679,312 + 4 + 3 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


American cheese production in the Nation for October 
was 8 percent greater than a year earlier. Wisconsin, with 55 
million pounds of American cheese made in October, was up 
13 percent from the previous year. Minnesota had a gain of 
16 percent but Missouri was down 9 percent. 

Production of cottage cheese curd in the Nation during 
October was 8 percent above last year and creamed cottage 
cheese showed a gain of 6 percent. The Nation’s ice cream pro- 
duction for October was 4 percent more than a year earlier. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES LOWER 


Weekly estimates of butter production in the Nation 
during November indicate a continuation of lower butter out- 
put for the fourth consecutive month. The Nation’s butter 


production for November could be 8 percent below last year. 
Churnings in October were down 5 percent and output for 
the first 10 months of 1972 showed a 2 percent decline. Wis- 
consin’s butter production in November may show a small 
decrease but from January through October was up | percent 
from that period in 1971. 

Production of American cheese in Wisconsin and the 
Nation during November will remain above a year ago but 
the rate of increase will not be as large. Weekly estimates in- 
dicate a 3 percent gain in the Nation’s output of American 
cheese for November compared with 8 percent in October and 
12 percent from January through October. Wisconsin’s pro- 
duction of American cheese in November will be up from the 
previous year but will not match the 13 percent increase 
shown from January through October. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 


Butter American Cheese 
United States 





isconsin United States isconsin 














Periods xh. ap ee 

Production areca Cusnee Production hanes |. bane 

from last | from last from last |from last 

1972 1972 

year year year year 

1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
October). -e- 75,921 — § — 2 118,073 i; fe) +13 
Jan.-Oct. ... 955,449 — 2 apie | 1,449,872 + 12 +13 

Weeks ending 

Nov. 9.. 17,100 = 7 ro 2 24,850 ay) + 8 
Nov. 16.. 16,700 — 6 — 1 24,250 + J + 4 
Nov. 23.. 14,850 hill Eee) 23,700 = a me? +6 
Nov. 30.. 18,700 =| 10 = 11 26,500 + 6 +43) 
Totals eens 67,350 — 8 XXX 99,300 aah XXX 





CHEESE MARKET 
CONTINUES STRONG 


A strong demand for cheese has pushed wholesale cheese 
prices to a record high level. Cheddar cheese in 40 pound 
blocks averaged 63 cents a pound at Wisconsin primary mar- 
kets in November, an increase of almost 2 cents from October 
and nearly 7 cents above November 1971. Swiss cheese, Wis- 
consin State Brand, averaged 75.86 cents a pound at Wisconsin 
assembly points during November, an increase of over 1% cents 
from the previous month and more than 9 cents above last 
year. 

While the cheese market continued to rise, the whole- 
sale butter price declined slightly. Butter, 92-score at New 
York, averaged 70.31 cents a pound in November, down about 
Y, cent from October but 1% cents higher than a year earlier. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 


‘4 November October November 
Pommodity | 1971 1972 eeene 








Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 68.79¢ 70.84¢ 70.31¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/.... 56.09¢ 61.14¢ 63.01¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

BLOCK POUND) eres sees aes eos 66.50¢ 74.25¢ 715.86¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cams, range....... $7.70-9.08 $8.10-9.10 $———— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

LSA POU curiae ayers) oy ciertss cie acl at | 31.61¢ 33.70¢ 34.99¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points, 
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1972 CROP SUMMARY 


The 1972 crop season will be remembered for its ex- 
tremely difficult harvesting conditions because of heavy rains 
from July through September. Fields became saturated and 
often unable to support harvesting equipment. The rainfall 
was good for crop growth but feed quality suffered when 
crops were not harvested at the best time. Based on estimates 
as of October 1, the crop production index for 1972 was 123 
percent of the 1957-59 average compared with 131 percent 
im 1971) 

Field work in the spring was off to the slowest start since 
1965. Very little oats was sown before May 1 as frost and 
snow were slow to leave the ground. Activity picked up con- 
siderably when the warm weather came in May. Many farmers 
reported that they had never put crops in at such a rapid pace 
once they were able to get on the fields. 

Dry weather in May and June slowed the initial develop- 
ment of crops. Heavy rains and a few warm days in July pro- 
vided excellent growing conditions for crops. However, the 
rains continued to fall during August and September, raising 
havoc with the crop harvest. The precipitation in October 
and November returned to more normal levels but the wet 
fields and high moisture content slowed the harvesting of corn 
and soybeans and delayed fall plowing. 

First crop hay yields were reduced by severe winterkill, 
alate spring, and insufficient moisture. Second crop hay yields 


were good but a substantial amount spoiled when the rains 
prevented getting hay into storage. Third crop had good growth 
where farmers were able to remove the second crop. Hay 
supplies could be short on some farms and quality is not the 
best except for the first crop. Production of all hay for 1972 
is estimated at less than the 11 million tons produced in 1971. 

Small grains did not have a good year in 1972. Oats ex- 
perienced one of its worst years ever as planting was late, dry 
weather reduced growth and caused atrazine residue problems, 
and wet weather interfered with harvesting to the extent that 
a considerable acreage had to be abandoned. Production of 
oats in 1972 was 22 percent below a year earlier and the 
lowest since 1939. The harvested acreage of oats for grain 
was the least since 1884 and the yield was the poorest since 
1966. Production declines from 1971 for other small grains 
were barley 36 percent, spring wheat 33 percent, and winter 
wheat and rye 31 percent. Grain and straw supplies are very 
short on many farms. 

The 1972 grain corn crop had good yields but produc- 
tion is expected to be well below the record 1971 crop be- 
cause of a reduction in acreage. Farmers were fortunate that 
the heavy snows and rain in November passed south of Wis- 
consin as this kept fields from becoming even wetter and 
allowed the ground to freeze enough to support harvesting 
equipment. Harvesting continued in early December despite 
snow and very cold temperatures. About 90 percent of the 
corn for grain was harvested by December 11th. Silage yields 


Crop Summary of Wisconsin for December 1, 1972 








































Acreage Yield per acre Production 
Crop 1972 1972 1972 
1970 OTA (prelimi- 1970 1971 (prelimi- 1970 1971 (prelimi- 
nary) nary) nary) 
Thousands Thousands 
FIELD CROPS 
Gorn forigrainie eee 1,794 2,099 1,937 80.0 97.0 96.0 Bu. 143,520 203,603 185,952 
Oats: sc seizes Soo alate ace 1,687 1o35 1,350 63.0 62.0 55.0 Bu. 106,281 95,170 74,250 
Batley viigeukias se eee 26 28 22 50.0 55.0 45.0 Bu. 1,300 1,540 990 
RYy io hy eons ae cae on ee nchone 11 122 10 23.0 24.0 20.0 Bu. 253 288 200 
Wheat:(4ll) Wace eee 31 35 29 35.8 a) faS) S44 Bu. 1,110 1,314 901 
Winter ais Norge eeu 20 22 20 39.0 42.0 32.0 Bu. 780 924 640 
Spring. cian os ee wee 11 13; 9 30.0 30.0 29.0 Bu. 330 390 261 
Soybeans for beams!....2... 153 128 147 21.0 2250 21.0 Bu. 3,213 2,816 3,087 
Potatoess(all) force eee 52:0 $1.5 45.5 251 256 243 Cwt. 13,028 TSI iites} 11,075 
Late sum menena-ncrawcrerate 15.5 LSe5 15.0) 240 2395 230 Cwt. 3,720 3,643 3,450 
Fall 282 iacualse eecnemto eee 36.5 36.0 30:5 255 265 250 Cwt. 9,308 9,540 7,625 
Hobaccos(all) a. ese 8.8 10.6 11.5 2,095 PNAS 2,070 bs 18,436 MeO 23,810 
Type S4. aereass, ates -one ers 4.4 563 5.4 2135 2,270 2,150 ibe 9,394 12,031 11,610 
PY PesS:Siohascgs Miers it 4.4 Sue) 6.1 2,055 1,980 2,000 Lb. 9,042 10,494 12,200 
HAY AND FORAGE 
Hay (all) sone aids ates ocr hoes 4,016 4,086 4,083 2.64 2.68 2.61 Ton 10,601 10,950 10,661 
Alfalfa and mixtures .... 2,958 3,017 2,896 2.80 2.85 2.80 Ton 8,282 8,598 8,109 
FAM Other Breeseats cre eaeoens 1,058 1,069 1,187 2.19 2.20) phe Wes Ton 2,319 Dee toy) 2,592 
VEGETABLE CROPS 
Carrots: 1 5 <n See ieee 2.9 2.8 20) 425 425 350 Cwt. 1,233 1,190 1,015 
Cabbage: 1)/—y. 205 n-ne 6.4 5.8 5.7 335 345 320 Cwt. 2,144 2,001 1,824 
Lettuce... sxcusts = aoa chee 1.6 1.6 i155) 210 220 150 Cwt. 336 352 ONS 
Mint for oil wa. ace eee 11.4 8.5 io 55 48 33 Cwt. 611 407 256 
Onions, commercial 1/..... eal 1.6 1.6 260 235 250 Cwt. 442 376 400 
For processing: 
Green lima beans....... 6.6 Bias} 6.1 97 1.25 90 Ton 2/ 6.4 6.7 SicS) 
PGaS\s fuourarbaguced sO Geen 118.6 2S al 130.0 1.16 1.17 1.20 Ton 2/ USE 146.4 156.0 
Snap beans! eysytere eee 44.1 50.1 52.0 Py PG) pie) 2.20 Ton OORT 129.8 114.4 
SWeet COLMm woe esate 117.6 117.9 129.0 3.82 4.57 4.50 Ton 449.3 538.8 580.5 
Cucumber for pickles ... 1225 8.7 9.0 4.26 5.04 4.77 Ton 49.0 41.4 43.0 
Beets for canningsn see 5.8 5.8 5.9 10.43 11.66 1252.0 Ton 60.5 Gilad! 72.0 
FRUITS, ETC. 
Apples, commercial .....-. — — — = = — Eb: 58,000 65,000 72,000 
Martscheries:: .)2 0 eee eters = = = = = = Ton 3.5 8.4 5.0 
Cranberries <i. cietenate oe - = = = = = Bbl. 702 742 800 
Straw berniesel/i eeacnarieir 135, fe, (bets 28 28 23 Cwt. 42 48 35 





1/Includes portion processed. 2/Shelled. 
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for 1972 were comparable to 1971 but quality was much 
poorer as the plants became too dry from blight and frost be- 
fore farmers could get choppers into the muddy fields. 

Soybeans yielded well in 1972 but were high in moisture. 
About 15 percent of the soybeans were still in the fields when 
a heavy snowstorm moved into Wisconsin on December 1 2th. 
Tobacco had a large growth but the heavy rains and poor 
curing weather hurt quality. Production of all tobacco in 
1972 was estimated at almost 24 million pounds, the largest 
crop since 1950. Although yield for all tobacco was down 
from 1971 the acreage harvested was the most since 1962. 

Potato and vegetable growers had a tough year harvesting 
their crops because of the excessive rain. Frost damage and 
wet fields caused a sizable acreage to be abandoned. Fruit 
production for 1972 was excellent for apples and cranberries 
but winter damage reduced the strawberry and cherry crops. 
The apple crop, estimated at 72 million pounds, was the 
largest since 1961 while the cranberry crop was expected to 
be a record 800,000 barrels. 


Weather Summary, November, 1972 





Temperature Precipitation 




















Accumu- 
Station : For | Nor- lative 
ee eh Pia month} mal departure 
since Jan. 1 

JAIMNOCLY faa © oisne siece ec D 1232) 1550) am OP fA 
Supenionreys sss =i 8 Weskay SeaAy) + 7.24 
SDOOMCP at cuchews aiaranarers 8 ieee) WIS ES} - 19 
Parki Falls erence since: 10 eis) Poy) ae eT AS} 
Rhinelander .---.-- 4 2.76 1.98 + 2.47 
Medforde meen i. ore 5 iteeXey Pais! ap RG fl 
Maritiette mem eeneie 13 Ween) pad.’ teed) 1 
ANTIZO? lence ie ausidec srs, 2 8 1257 2L99 + 4.02 
River alls vacrs. es ace 14 Se D | Bhs oi = Bei 
La@rosse Weenie ae © 18 1.45 1.94 te 3s 97. 
Hatfield Dam == .-~ =. 8 oy  Tiletely) ie ©. AN 3} 
Marshfield mamserver crn) 9 Hhagish R08) + 4.79 
Hancock gc eicecn 4 SOL mena no oF -96 
Green Bay Pecescreca ces 13 So) 35 34 15291 + 213 
Oshkosh@ sie. s a). 13 54 35 35 i Nae Af aS Me Ge Ayes 
Sheboy gates. kore, 18 56 37/) ay] 122 2922 196) 
Manito woe) «4-4 c:- 15 S47) 36 a7 1-02 2530) ‘E3234 
Wantcastetperc-4 tn eue 14 54 33 36 1G Sess oe RS] 
Darlington Go-.co5 5: = 55 33 36 1.47) 2321 + 4.21 
HillSbOroO fore eye 5 14 56 34 34 78 2.26 eS O. 
POTrtageic, secs) sig ss 10 54 aie) 37 Sis + 4.67 
Madison ares t-uaece re 15 54 35 35 86 2.14 ae -20 
Belottion, qwee session: 17 54 OF, 39 1.30) 2:42 + 16532 
Lake Geneva ....... 18 55 36 37. 1.47 2.16 + 16.60 
Milwaukee (airport) . . 15 55 36 36 1.34 2.18 HD 209 
Average for 25 stations 54 33 34 1.48 2.05 + 4.60 








WISCONSIN’S CORN PLANT 
POPULATION HIGHER 


Corn plant population in Wisconsin for 1972 increased 
from a year earlier and was the highest since this type of data 
was collected. Information is obtained monthly from August 
through November on corn development and yields. Counts 
and measurements are made by trained enumerators during 
visits to random plots in a scientific sampling of fields. Based 
on a stalk count in approximately 150 sample plots, Wiscon- 
sin’s corn plant population in 1972 was 19,400 plants per acre 
compared with 18,100 for 1971. Other states in the Corn Belt 
region also showed higher plant populations in 1972 except 
for Kansas. Wisconsin’s corn plant population in 1972 was the 
highest of any of the Corn Belt States. 


Plant Population per Acre of Corn for Grain 1/ 





States 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 
ORO eis ses teen erties st yee 17,500 17,700 18,200 16,900 18,200 
Endiama a 2reyesciemens ee sue eee 16,700 17,000 17,900 17,000 18,300 
UT OC a ea coed pecs doo 17,900 18,600 18,100 18,000 19,100 
Michigan! tte tateeerene tsiere oes 16,100 16,800 18,400 16,500 18,500 
WiASGONSIN Wweesaratne ecto eneis a: 18,200 17,600 18,800 18,100 19,400 
ManinesOta m-iimcnycieies tenet 17,200 18,200 18,400 18,600 19,000 
DO Wears bacrcu shar cdots wilt el ah Vanadsts 17,200 17,400 18,000 18,100 19,200 
MissOUTiN Mision «cle srasi bers 14,400 15,000 14,600 14,800 15,300 
SouthtDakotartssyacipersriereis 11,300 12,000 12,200 11,900 12,800 
INebraskaeren ici ortsters tne 15,900 15,600 16,400 16,000 16,900 
IAN SAS. tornsnsxcte ta eicysnes, shaysis 16,000 15,800 15,900 17,400 17,000 








1/Population based on stalk count in sample plots selected for objective yield 
determinations. 


Measurements of row spacing of corn for grain in Wis- 
consin in 1972 showed a slight narrowing in the average row 
width. The State’s average row width for 1972 was 37.3 inches 
compared with 37.4 inches in the two previous years. Iowa 
also had an average row width of 37.3 inches for 1972 but 
other neighboring states had narrower spacings between corn 
rows. Except for Michigan, the most popular row width in 
Wisconsin and other nearby states was between 36.6 and 38.5 
inches. However, Wisconsin also had almost the same per- 
centage of its samples with a measurement of 38.6 to 40.5 
inches. 


Measured Row Spacing of Corn for Grain 1/ 






Row width groups (inches) 

















state and year | 34:5 @ | 34.6— | 36.6— | 38.6— | 40.6& pa e 
less 36.5 38.5 40.5 greater 
Percent of samples Inches 

Wisconsin 

VO GS rae enon lt S25 8.5 S2e2 33.0 17.8 38.1 

MEK S a iteie ge BID 9.1 14.4 29.6 Sisne) 13.6 37.9 

EO TOLS eres ine 13.1 ied 35:2 29:27 10.3 37.4 

TH WAGs ono dhe Gore 135 AW ee 38.0 27.6 9.2 37.4 

SW Pes oa obo toe aha 18.1 al suihae) S3de2 Oi 3753) 
Other States 2/ 

Indiana i 20.4 15.8 46.0 Weyl Del) 36.2 

Win ois ee 22.8 8.0 45.2 21.8 Ded 36.3 

TOWa) sss ses isis 13.5 8.2 39.2 34.8 4.3 3753 

Michigan...... 35.6 7.8 2353 28.9 4.4 S557 

Minnesota..... Doel 1252 38.1 21.8 4.8 36.3 





1/Spacings based on row measurements in sample plots selected for objective yield 
determinations. 2/Data for 1972. 


PRICES RECEIVED 
INDEX INCREASES 


Higher prices for milk, eggs, and some crops offset lower 
livestock prices to result in a 2 point gain in the prices received 
index for Wisconsin farm products from October to November. 
At 391 percent of the 1910-14 base, the prices received index 
for mid-November was 45 points (13 percent) above a year 
earlier. 

Steers and heifers averaged $32.20 a hundredweight for 
November, down 50 cents from the previous month but $3.20 
above last year. Slaughter cows, at $25.00 a hundredweight 
in November, were $1.00 below mid-October but $4.20 more 
than November 1971. 

The hog price weakened during the period ending Novem- 
ber 15. Hogs averaged $26.60 a hundredweight for November, 
a decline of 80 cents from October and the lowest price since 
June. However, hogs at mid-November were still $7.60 higher 
than a year ago. 
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Calves dropped $2.00 a hundredweight from October 
to November. The November calf price of $47.50 a hundred- 
weight was the lowest since May but was $6.50 above the 
previous year. 

Sheep prices were unchanged from October to November 
but lambs declined slightly. The mid-November sheep price 
of $6.00 a hundredweight was 70 cents more than a year 
earlier. Lambs at $26.30 in November, were down 20 cents 
from the previous month but $2.30 above November 1971. 
Wool averaged 45 cents a pound as of November 15, the 
highest since December 1966. Wool prices increased 2 cents 
from October and were 24 cents greater than November last 
year. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 








Gommodit Unit November November October November 
®, 1970 1971 1972 1972 
Dollars 
Milk cows: aenae ei Head 380.00 415.00 450.00 450.00 
Steers and heifers. .| Cwt. 25.00 29.00 32.70 32.20 
COWS ie erat aeyenre Cwt. 18.30 20.80 26.00 25.00 
Calvesa nis deride ete Cwt. 35.60 41.00 49.50 47.50 
HOgSsin-3 ais oes Cwt. 15.50 19.00 27.40 26.60 
Sheepinaina eet: Cwt. 5.30 5.30 6.00 6.00 
Lam BS cictey steer oe Cwt. 23.50 24.00 26.50 26.30 
Wool aek dec ensiac Lb. aoe a2 .43 .45 
Chickens !/ 7-24... Lb. .080 -085 .100 -095 
RUrkeyisiseaeie reins De .230 .220 .220 -240 
E geste cmaiee ye Doz. .330 .290 .290 .330 
COrie ee ace eau Bu. 1.32 1.04 iil) 1.16 
Oats\a ies ctencavens sare. Bu. a he -69 53 ness 
Soy beansweresna a sien Bu. PGE) 2.83 3.05 3.30 
Alfalfa hay, baled. | Ton 20.50 21.50 30.00 31.00 








1/Excludes broilers. 


Turkey prices at 24 cents a pound liveweight in Novem- 
ber were up 2 cents from both a month and a year earlier. 
This was the best turkey price since June 1970. Eggs rose 4 
cents a dozen from October to November. At 33 cents for 
mid-November, eggs were also 4 cents more than last year. 

Corn prices were down slightly in the period ending 
November 15, but soybeans, oats, and baled alfalfa hay in- 
creased in price. Corn averaged $1.16 a bushel for November, 
1 cent below the previous month but 12 cents above Novem- 
ber 1971. Oats, at 78 cents a bushel for mid-November, reached 
its highest level since February 1953. Baled alfalfa hay aver- 
aged $31.00 a ton on November 15, the highest since March 
1949. Oats was 9 cents a bushel more than a year ago while 
alfalfa hay was up almost $10.00 a ton. The November soy- 
bean price of $3.30 a bushel was 25 cents above October and 
47 cents greater than November 1971. 


PORK PRODUCTION 
UNDER LAST YEAR 


Production of pork in Wisconsin’s commercial slaugh- 
tering plants during October was 11 percent below a year ago. 
There were 287,000 hogs butchered in October, a decline of 
23,000 from last year. The average liveweight of hogs slaugh- 
tered in October was 228 pounds, 10 pounds lighter than the 
previous year and the lowest for October since 1957. 

A total of 98,500 cattle were killed in Wisconsin slaugh- 
tering plants during October, an increase of 2,500 from Octo- 
ber 1971. The average liveweight of cattle was 1,109 pounds 
for October, a gain of 15 pounds from a year earlier. With both 


the number slaughtered and the average liveweight above last 
year, beef production in October was up 4 percent from a 
year ago. 

Calf slaughter during October amounted to 17,200, a 
decline of 9,800 from the previous year. The average live- 
weight of calves butchered in October was 185 pounds, 37 
pounds above a year earlier and a record high for October. A 
total of 600 sheep and lambs were slaughtered in October 
compared with 400 last year. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 

















Number Liveweight 
IX October Change October 
rea from 
1971 1972" | Gast'year 1971 1972 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin) a... +: 96.0 98.5 + 3 105.0 109.2 

United States 1/ ...| 3,009.0 3,192.0 oO) 3,065.0 3,330.7 
Calves 

Wisconsin! © 22 e0-1 2 27.0 17 e2) = 36 4.0 3.2 

United Statesm/ise. 307-2 259.1 — 16 76.9 66.4 
Hogs 

Wisconsin’ 2.) 310.0 287.0 ee 4) 73.8 65.4 

United States 1/ ...| 7,780.2 7,491.4 — 4 15352-5 15789.5 
Sheep and lambs...... 

Wisconsin en-aeee 4 6 se XS) -038 -059 

United States 1/... 959.2 966.2 cae | 98.3 101.7 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


MEAT STOCKS BELOW 
A YEAR AGO 


Stocks of meat in the Nation’s cold storage facilities on 
November 30 were 7 percent below a year ago. Although sup- 
plies of beef in cold storage were up 8 percent, pork stocks 
were 26 percent less than last year. 

Total beef in cold storage at the end of November 
amounted to 354 million pounds, an increase of 26 million 
pounds from the previous month and 27% million pounds 
more than November 30, 1971. 

Pork stocks at the end of November totaled 241% mil- 
lion pounds, a gain of 33 million pounds from a month earlier 
but almost 84 million pounds below last year. Frozen pork 
bellies increased by 60 percent during November but at the 
end of the month were 48 percent lower than a year ago. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 















Change 
Commodity Nov. 30, | Nov. 30, | Oct. 31, an 
1970 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
FrOZEN) a schabts eee ont 304,317 318,551 317,143 343,492 68 
Inveuresand cureduarie ete 13,549 8,332 11,422 10,879 + 31 
Total yee eae 317,866 326,883 328,565 354,371 +) 8 
Pork: 
FROZEN! tases oh entire 276,369 301,417 192,166 221,566 — 126 
Inicooler meni 27,132 23,920 116,297) 9919.07 eee 
Total sg aetna eee 303,501 325,337 208,463 241,543 —26 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Vealsfrozenep eer 8,494 8,127 10,950 12,496 + 54 
Lamb and mutton, frozen.| 19,653 18,626 18,916 1757S 
Canned meats in cooler: 
Haris ce ane eee 46,533 59,921 61,739 60,187 n.¢. 
Othermmeats eee 18,563 17,098 15,703 9 18:010)Nia A 
Totalyallymeats se eee 714,610 755,992 644,336 704,403 — 7 
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DECEMBER 1 HOG INVENTORY LOWER 


All hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms December 1, 1972 Wisconsin farmers plan to farrow 75,000 sows during 
totaled 1,475,000, a decline of 17 percent from a year earlier. December 1972 through February 1973. This would be an 
Hogs being kept for breeding numbered 251,000 on Decem- increase of 4 percent from a year earlier. Farrowings from 
ber 1, down 9 percent from the previous year. The 1,224,000 March through May 1973 are expected to total 120,000 sows, 
hogs being raised primarily for slaughter were 19 percent fewer 2 percent under that period in 1972. 
than on December 1, 1971. The 10 Corn Belt States, including Wisconsin had 46.2 

A total of 100,000 sows farrowed on Wisconsin farms million hogs and pigs on farms December 1, about the same 
during September through November compared with 122,000 as a year ago. These 10 States accounted for three-fourths of 
for these months in 1971. The September-November pig crop the Nation’s total hog and pig inventory of 61.5 million on 
of 755,000 was 19 percent below a year earlier. Litter rates December 1, 1972. There were 6.7 million hogs being kept 
for the third quarter of 1972 averaged 7.55 pigs, down 2 per- for breeding purposes in the 10 Corn Belt States, a gain of 9 
cent from the average of 7.67 pigs per litter in September- percent from December | last year. Market hogs at 39.5 mil- 
November 1971. lion were 2 percent below a year ago. 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
December 1, 1971 and 1972, 10 States 










For breeding 





Total hogs and pigs 


















State Change from Change from Change from 

SA | eae last year last year en) 2 last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
ORiOF as. cise ons 313 324 + 4 2,298 2,078 — 10 2,611 2,402 == te) 
Indianay acs -- Sip 644 a ile 4,443 4,306 — 3 5,020 4,950 — 1 
WUOIS' Aironet 924 1,030 cue a | 5,676 6,070 Aye gh 6,600 7,100 + 16 
Wisconsin..... 275 251 - 9 1502 1,224 —19 iNeg Paks) 1,475 —17 
Minnesota .... 514 584 an ale 3,030 3,066 ca pil 3,544 3,650 ce Bs 
LOWS Cie ete eis OFS 2,096 TO 12,460 12,878 — 3 14,853 14,556 — 2 
IMissOUrI =) jene2 2. 652 715 ie KC) 4,007 3,885 — 3 4,659 4,600 - 1 
Se Dakotariecca. 262 279 #6 1,606 1,581 = 2 1,868 1,860 N.C. 
Nebraska ..... 432 498 so NS) 2,890 2,957 an, S522 3,455 + 4 
Kansas cn. cscs: 203 308 shag) To27 1,892 + 4 2,100 2,200 sire 5 th) 
Total 10 states . 6,197 6,729 ae D 40,157 39,519 — 2 46,354 46,248 nec 





Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
September through November, 1971 and 1972, 10 States 
























Sows farrowing Pigs per litter Pig crop 1/ 
e 
st 1971 1972 oe om 1971 1972 1971 1972 mane ioe 

ast year last year 

1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
(O) STO 8 conta ts Sat eicaey OUCm IO Cae ACEC tS 130 —- 4 7.50 7.20 1,013 936 -—- 8 
TYEE TIED “ dio cas® Reoeuahe Din cheers 210 Zo + 10 7.50 7.26 1505 1,677 sme WS 
RUSE Soa 5 pic oO eRe ace) CLD RCnOES ee I) 410 aro) 6.90 7.00 2,588 2,870 + 11 
WASCOMSIN ip usiiele ta ersianepune es = 122 100 = js} 7.67 PS 936 RS — 19 
Minnesota, seve «ais wus - eisai ais oe 172 195 + 33 1.35 eae: 1,264 1,414 + 12 
LORE als cackncecacte ena eee Crea 714 730 SP 2 WPS 6.95 53177 5,074 — 2 
IMASSOCERM rte ticdeuieie tev (S sta'e etetstors 281 270 —- 4 “hae 7.00 2,037 1,890 — 7 
SMD AKO ta sale sier-ciahs © eles 98 105 py 7.10 7.00 696 735 ue A) 
Nebraska tia crs sis: sausiensfaaineenn's 194 198 42 B 7.00 7.20 15355 1,426 TS 
NC ATIN GEOR eit cia elePe che tx sine Sliapeyrer« 119 124 a OA 7.65 7.50 910 930 a Pe 
MOTAIBUOISEALES! s o.c 525076 ic) = eiled 2,420 2,493 Fhe. lap 3s) 7.10 17,554 LT 707. coe tl 





1/Number of pigs born September through November that were still on hand December 1 or had been sold. 


Sows to Farrow, December through May, 10 States 








December 1/ through February March through May 








State Change from Change from 

1972 | 1973 2/ last year 1972 1973 2/ Hiekewear 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
(QOH 4 25 cette Cire eee 105 110 as) 139 140 + J] 
NO GLAN Aires eta cilstelvc Ft suisvens 230 244 a) 16 256 256 ne ¢; 
TER OLS iat sy sorceress eclel ices 310 350 cP DNS) 495 520 + § 
WiSCOnNSIN' | sn-crers stave «is 72 75 14 122 120 — 2 
Minnesotat ice sie escoshs,: 146 15: + 20 236 276 +17 
TO WAM TERA eres cre cp atteas! 10) 462 500 ip fe} 1,020 1,120 + 10 
MISSO UTI gas cnea ns a es ays!» 210 220 ars 285 300 + 5 
ub akotaeirietec cm ces os 65 Us) oS 165 174 + 5 
INGbrasiamrarsis cers vases is 130 155 am WW) 240 250 + 4 
USSINGERTE 45 Gin cum OI cane ea one 97 105 ae te! 125 133 + 6 
Mota d@istatess oi so... 1,827 2,009 +10 3,083 3,289 ae 





1/December of preceding year. 2/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


ie 
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BEEF CATTLE 
PRICES DECLINE 


Prices of good grade fed steers and utility cows at the 
St. Paul market declined from October to November. Good 
grade feeder steer prices at Kansas City in November were 
also below the previous month. 

Good grade steers at St. Paul weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $32.65 a hundredweight for November, down 
81 cents from October but $2.37 higher than last year. Utility 
cows, at $25.66 a hundredweight in November, were $1.00 
under a month earlier but $3.67 above November 1971. 


BEEESCAT TIMES PRIGES 
S. St. Paul & Kansas City Monthly Averages !1970,71, 72 
40 Seg 





$ per Cwt. 

35 
30 ee 

< "Good Steers 
25 4 §. St Paul : 

“Utility Cows 
5. St Paul 
24 0) wa ep oe) al Pal = 
a i975 Bens 1971 uo i972" 
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Good grade feeder steers at Kansas City weighing be- 
tween 600-700 pounds averaged $39.75 a hundredweight in 
November, a decline of $1.24 from October but $5.87 more 
than a year ago. 


HOG MARKET LOWER 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul Market declined 
from October to November. Barrows and gilts averaged $27.71 
a hundredweight for November, down 33 cents from October 
and the first time since June that the price averaged below 
$28.00 a hundredweight. However, the average price of bar- 
rows and gilts in November was $8.53 higher than a year ago. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
peidal! St. Paul 


Monthly Averages |970,71,72 
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